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munities, the constitutional struggle as to the meaning of uni- 
formity in taxation and as to the constitutional limitations on the 
taxing power of the legislature, the fraud, waste, and corruption 
that characterized the sale and management of the state lands 
and also the administration of the trust or education funds arising 
from the sale of such lands, the great and steady increase in ex- 
penditure for state administration, the great development of 
corporation taxes, the rapid development and extension of the 
state administered ad valorem tax on public service corporations, 
and the recent significant and important developments in the 
direction of a complete centralization in the assessment and levy 
of local taxes." 

The material is arranged in chapters, each of which takes up a 
different subject which is treated more or less chronologically. 
Thus chapter vi deals with the financial administration, the de- 
partments, budget and funds; chapter vii with the general prop- 
erty tax; chapter ix with the taxes on railroads, a much vexed 
question in Wisconsin. 

The treatment is historical and descriptive and without any 
effort to prove a theory or advocate any reform. In this respect 
it differs materially from most taxation literature in the United 
States. The excellence of the present revenue system of Wiscon- 
sin, and especially of its state administration, is brought out very 
forcibly by contrast with the evils of the past. 

C. C. P. 



Consanguineous Marriages in the American Population. Columbia 
University Studies in History, Economics and Public Law. 
Vol. XXXI, No. 3. By George B. Louis Arner. (New 
York: Longmans, Green and Company, 1908. Pp. 99. 75c). 

It is much like attempting to manufacture bricks without straw, 
to make a comprehensive study of this question in the United 
States with the statistical material now at hand. Aside from 
reports dealing with institutions for dependents and defectives 
there is little information upon this subject except the special 
report on the blind and deaf from the Bureau of the Census. Use 
was made of several monographs, like Dugdale's Jukes, and of 
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these the treatment, though critical, was fair. But the material 
was soon exhausted, and the author then turned to family geneal- 
ogies for additional information, and much time was evidently 
devoted to these unworked mines of statistical material. But 
the evidence is acknowledged to be insufficient for generalization. 
The volume is, however, a praiseworthy attempt to clear the 
ground of some errors which have crept in, and to reach certain 
conclusions which may be accepted. Each study of this kind 
makes more apparent the lack of reliable vital statistics in this 
country. 

The principal topics discussed are the relation of consanguine- 
ous to total marriages, the fertility of these marriages and the 
proportion between the sexes of the children born from them, 
and the tendency of marriages between relatives to produce off- 
spring with mental or physical defects. 

The average of first cousin marriages is probably not greater 
than one per cent of the total in the United States. This is lowest 
in the northern and western states, and highest in the isolated 
mountain and island communities, where it possibly reaches 
five per cent. This proportion is decreasing with improvement 
in the means of communication. Upon the determination of sex, 
consanguinity seems to have but little effect, although the evidence 
is somewhat conflicting. There seems to be no great difference 
between the fertility of consanguineous and other marriages, 
although further investigation may lead to a change in this opinion. 
As to the breeding of defectives: " It is very probable that from 
the mere operation of the law of heredity, there must be a com- 
paratively large percentage of degenerates among the offspring 
of related parents, for defects which tend to be bred out by cross- 
ing are accentuated by inbreeding." Where there is a taint of 
insanity in a family, there is a greater probability that this may 
be bred out by marriage with a member of a family in which 
there has never been a trace of this defect, than by inbreeding 
within the related members of the family. On the other hand, 
it appears that where the family stock is healthy, it is difficult to 
trace any ill effects of inbreeding. But since society seems to 
frown upon such unions, and it is impossible to prove that in- 
breeding is not in certain respects undesirable, it may be advis- 
able that certain unions should be forbidden by law. The breed- 
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ing of undesirables should not continue, and until it is certain 
that consanguineous marriages are to be approved, their prohi- 
bition by the state can occasion but little hardship. 

William B. Bailey. 
Yale University. 

Official Year Book of the Commonwealth of Australia, 1901-1907. 
By G. H. Knibbs. (Melbourne: McCarren, Bird and Com- 
pany, 1908. Pp. 931). 

This book contains "authoritative" statistics for the period 
1901-1907 and corrected statistics for the period 1788 to 1900. 
It is published under authority of the Minister of Home Affairs, 
and is an excellent compendium of financial, economic and social 
statistics, well arranged and thoroughly indexed. The author 
is a fellow of the Royal Statistical Society and is Commonwealth 
Statistican. 

Sections cover: History of Australian Statistics; Federation 
and Federal Registration ; the Australian Commonwealth and Aus- 
tralian Population; Vital Statistics; Land Tenure and Settlement; 
Pastoral Production; Agricultural Production; Farmyard and 
Dairy Production; Forestry and Forestal Products; Fisheries and 
Pisciculture; Mines and Mining; Manufacturing Industries; Water 
Conservation and Irrigation; Commerce; Shipping; Roads and 
Railways; Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones; Commonwealth 
Finance; State Finance; Private Finance; Public Instruction; 
Public Justice; Public Benevolence; General Government; Indus- 
trial Unionism and Industrial Legislation; Defence; and Miscel- 
laneous. 

There are maps and charts. 

Subsequent Year Books are planned to continue the statistics, 
but will not republish those collated here. 

C. C. P. 

The Iron Heel. By Jack London. (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1908. Pp. xiv, 354.) 

This book is a social romance in some regards on the lines 
of Looking Backward. It purports to be a manuscript written 



